NEWS

Big boys’ toys head to auction while trinkets go out door
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Pickles Auctions industrial director Bruoe Connor with one of the 14 boats for sale at D'Albora Marina at Cabarita. Pt PEIL BLATM

Bargains galore
as boat prices sink

FIONA BRADY

IN 4 ercdit erunch, the “toys™ o
first, &ays nuctioneer
Connoars

‘Fveryhody wanmts o hold on to
the house," e sald.

Ansh there'll be very impressive
tovs goding under the Hiimmier this
hitT:l.r:i:H_. when Mr Cominors' am
plover- Plekled Auctions - holds o
rapossessed prestige boal auction
ot D*Adborn Mnarinn at Cabarita,

For: those of you who stiil have

Bruce

apare cosh, Mr Connors said thore
wotthd be bargains (o be biud

The 14 late-mode] demo aond Dow.
hour sports cmudsers hove come
Mo various Tinance cempanics,

Some of them hoave hod no
previnms owners bul wene repos
seased] feonm the deaders

“Our ellonts have cloarly [ndi
cateed that they will meet today's
markel Mre Connors snjd

"I's definitely the porfect bid
ding envirohment for buvers.”

While hie gaid it not unusunl
forr his compony o boid boat

auncions, Mr Connors said 11 was
“probably unusual (o see his type
of high-enil product”

“I puness the Inst time we staried
dolng sabes Hhke this was probably
back in the sarly "8i-, when we
wore doing recession sales as
guith.”

The most exponsivo vessel is
litkely to be the 2008 Frirline
Taren 47 Sports Crilser

"It should bring about £700,000
o &R00,000 1 think,” he sald. “Last
v M would hove fetailed any-
whore from S1.amiliion to

L0 mullion so there are signifl
cant savings on Whitt & new one
Is.""

He's unsure how many bididers
will comie along on Saturday fom
1 1em

“Thore has been goite o it of
blerest bt s hard oo g
who's poing o come nlong and
who can write a chegue for thaj
sart of money,” he said

On Sunday Pickles Auetions
Wil hisst a similone anctlon of 22
vessels dn Brisbane, For details
yvislt www . pickles.com.au

With a commitmeant o Iimproved customer sarvice and the support of applicants, Council's DA

Delivering for our Community

processing times are within the legistative timeframe.

Part of this continuous improvement is due o DA, Council's 24/7 electmonio development application
and tracking service, The system allows residents and businesses 1o lodge 8 DA anylime of the day,

Whether lodging in person ar electronically, Councll assians a dadicated town planngr 1o assist all

applicants thmughout the DA pmcess.

If you wish o discuss any davalopment matter, contac! Councils Devalopmaent

Assassment Team.
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Lauren Chang Sommer serves a
customer at Moi Moi.

Brilliant
financial
enterprise

SHIREEN KHALIL

THE economic crisis is favouring
two Inner West sisters who claim
their jewellery shop has doubled
in sales over the pasi vear.

‘When co-owners Lauren Chang
Sommer, of Drummovne, and
Alana Chang, Summer Hill, de-
cided to open a jewellery store,
Moi Moi, in Sydney's QVB five
vears ago they Knew their prod-
uct would be a success.

“When we found out Moissanite
Jjewellery wasn't in Australia, we
thought it would be a great oppor-
tunity to bring the product here
from Hong Kong,” Alana said.

But what they didn't know was
that their success would carry
through a time when most
businesses were feeling the global
economic “pinch™,

“Our revenue has doubled since
Mol Moi's first full financial year
and has continued to grow 50 per
cent each year,” Alana said.

The company has attracted
more than 100 wholesale cus-
tomers in Australia and New
FZealand; 800 customers online
nationwide, over the phone or in
its QVE and NZ stores; and has
more than 9500 customers on its
database.

And the main reason behind
their breakthrough success?

“Moissanite has a higher
brilliance, fire and lustre than
any other jewel including dia-
monds, and is about the 10th of
price of an equivalent diamond
and at this time people are just
looking for value,” Alana said.

She said about 60 per cent of

customers were brides and were
after good gquality and affordable

Last year the women took home
the City of Sydney Business of the
Year award in the fashion-retail
category and with the recession
working in their favour they are
focusing on franchising the busi-
ness within the next three vears.
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