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Are diamonds forever?

They say diamonds are a girl's best friend, but what if you could buy a cheaper
imitation that looks exactly the same?

News Limited journalist Melissa Hoyer joins TODAY to talk about why more people are
opting for a moissanite engagement ring over the traditional diamond.

"Diamond simulants and gemstones lie moissanite are popular low-cost options being
offered," explains Ms Hoyer. "They are becoming increasingly popular as an alternative
to the traditional diamond engagement ring."
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"Simply some couples are finding better ways to spend their money," she says. "With
housing costs and credit card debt at all time highs, some think it is a better alternative
than forking out tens of thousands for a serious ring. After all, you can't live on a ring!"

While Ms Hoyer agrees that putting a deposit down for a home may not be the most
romantic of options she says suggests that your head sometimes has to overrule your
heart. "This has to be thought about in practical terms,” she says. "Later on, when the
house is paid off, then maybe you can finally score the knuckle duster you always
wanted.”

"Ultimately, | think it is a great option. Property will, in most cases, increase in value, and
if anything, jewellery decreases.” she says. "Unless of course you are in the vintage
jewellery or Hope diamond league, or you buy a piece from somewhere like Cartier or
Tiffany, which more than likely wil increase in value, year after year."

"On the whole, the ten thousand dollar ring bought at full retail price, will more than likely
be less than half if you were to sell it later on,” explains Ms Hoyer.

"Itis getting increasingly more difficult to spot the difference as the calibre of faux
diamond stones is getting better and better." she says. "A company like Swarovski
crystals can often look like the real McCoy and the pieces that Alex Perry gets made out
of India too look amazing."

"Itis also the way you wear it” she suggests. "Put one amazing pair of faux earrings on,
or one killer faux ring and chances are, people will think it is the real McCoy."



