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GUIDING a start-up business through the worlds worst economic crisis since World War II is
no mean feat.

What is special about our line-up here is the way each of our young business entrepreneurs
has not only managed to survive the downturn but thrive on it, responding in their individual
ways to the sometimes drastically altered market conditions.

 Future makers: Young entrepreneur of the year

Whether the target market is Sydney’s lunching ladies or hotel developers in Dubai, harsh
financial times take their toll. Resourcefulness, flexibility, persistence and boldness are all
skills that will be called on. And a willingness to take risks, even in the knowledge that failure
may be the result.

Of course maybe for a personal budgeting company or a coaching
business, financial hardship may actually attract more potential clients to the door. And maybe
combining fun, flirting and fitness is a winning combination in any conditions. It is still a feat to
translate an increased customer base into a healthier bottom line.  

The women have come to the fore in this category and are putting up some impressive competition.
Will one or two of these be household names in the future? Will their names sit comfortably
alongside today’s Dick Smith and Gerry Harvey?

Kane Black: After building a $3 million turnover business within three years of starting the Auscor
Cranes “lifting solutions” company in the United Arab Emirates in 2007, this 30-year-old has turned
his sights to India in response to the crash in Middle East construction. His crane hire fleet there is
set to surge, ready to capitalise on the abundant opportunities he sees there.

 

Stock Quotes

1. Budget 2010: What's in it for you

2. Budget: Kevin, Wayne find some courage

3. Funds make a losing bet after EU's bailout

4. Health staff asked if Hitler was cool

5. Workers saying goodbye to selfish bosses

6. Rich and poor slam 'no frills' Budget

7. Young gun Australian internet gurus

8. Families hit as childcare subsidies slashed

9. Dollar down on profit taking

10. US stocks hold gains after bailout

Market Charts at 12:00AM

Switch to Chart Points Change Percent

Hang Seng 20426.64 +506.35 +2.54

ASX200 4576.8 +28.8 +0.63

All Ords 4603.4 +30.2 +0.66

Nikkei 10411.1 -119.6 -1.14
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Alana Chang/Lauren Chang Sommer: These sisters, 31 and 29, have pioneered a jewellery
business based on moissanite, a lustrous created gem that comes at just a fraction of the cost of
diamonds. Their 2500-strong customer base is sprinkled with high-profile celebrities. Moi Moi Fine
Jewellery has stores in Sydney and New Zealand, while the range of sparklers now also includes
created sapphire, ruby, emerald and pink diamond. 

Roberta Faddoul: Thirty-two year old Roberta, after abandoning a planned law career, has trained
thousands of students over the last few years, in using neuro-linguistic programming techniques to
help people achieve their goals. Her success and coaching company Quantum Change Seminars
offers courses across and country and made it onto BRW's Top 100 fastest growing companies list
just four years after start-up.

Erica French: Combining physical workouts with singles dating has been a recipe for success for
this 31-year-old, who is expanding her fit2date business throughout Australia and negotiating
international franchises in South Africa and the UK. Defying the financial crisis, the company had its
biggest year yet in 2009 and business has doubled so far this year, regularly attracting 100 fit singles
to training sessions. 

Tammy May: Witnessing the crippling impact of debt in her first job at a legal firm drove this
entrepreneur to set up personal budgeting company MyBudget at 22. The business, now employing
70 and with over 15,000 clients, has expanded from South Australia to Melbourne, with Brisbane
offices opening this year. Tammy, now 32, has collected a string of business awards along the way.

- This is a sponsored feature

Code Name Price Percent

EAU Eldorado Gold C.. 19.48 9.87%

IFN Infigen Energy 0.85 8.28%

SBM St Barbara 0.29 7.4%

SIP Sigma Pharmaceu.. 0.375 -3.85%

TAL TOWER Australia 2.47 -3.14%

NUF Nufarm 6.55 -2.97%

Currency Value

AUD/USD 0.8939

AUD/EUR 0.7072

AUD/GBP 0.5997

AUD/JPY 82.84
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